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Abstract; The quality assurance of postgraduate education involves three types of sub-
jects: the government, the market and the academic. Their value orientations focus on fair-
ness, efficiency and freedom respectively, with significant difference. The contradiction be-
tween the government and the market lies in fairness and efficiency; the contradiction be-
tween the market and the academic lies in market standards and academic standards; the
contradiction between the academic and the government lies in autonomy and control. There
are both centripetal and centrifugal forces between the government, the market and academ~
ics, forming the tension-filled triangular checks and balances.
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